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Congregational Report
For the first time ever in the history of Annual Conference of the Church of the Brethren, every bit of the
conference was being held online due to the pandemic.
Rather than cancel for the 2nd straight year, the Program
and Arrangements committee voted to have Annual
Conference online only. Everyone who has ever been to
Annual Conference knows this was going to be different
from any other conference they have ever participated
in. And knowing I was going to participate this year, I
was looking forward to it because this is my first Annual
Conference ever.

Day 1: June 30th
On Wednesday, June 30th the first day of Annual
Conference has begun. Not a whole lot went on, but I did
attend the “New Attendees Meeting”, which 80+ people
participated. Just general information on how this year’s
Annual Conference will run and how the voting process
will go. After that there was a break. Then in the evening
we had the first Worship Service of the conference. At
first, we were having streaming technical issues through
YouTube and Facebook Live. Vimeo live stream seemed
to work much better. Different musicians from all over
played songs and our Moderator Paul Mundey preached
the sermon. Once the service was over, we were all
treated to the concert performed by Fernando Ortega,
who played the piano and sang great songs.

Day 2: July 1st
Moderator Paul Mundey opened the first of our three
morning business sessions. In this session, the delegates
were separated into tables of 5-6. These tables were
specifically created to discuss the Compelling Vision
statement that is being brought up to conference to either
affirm or not affirm moving forward. Only thing happing
here was everyone gave a small intro to who they are and
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where they come from. The table groups will meet again
Friday and Saturday. A morning bible study led by Dr.
Michael Gorman, who spoke on “Revelation 22:1-7”
was next on the agenda. After that, the delegates went
over the ballot for the 2020 (deferred a year because of
last year’s cancellation) and 2021 leadership of the Annual Conference and other agencies and discussed how
to vote online. Once that was done, Moderator Mundey
and General Secretary David Steele gave a dialog to
conclude the first morning business session.
The morning networking groups followed the business sessions. I had a few different groups to choose
from. I chose to participate in the group “The Modern
Seminarian: Following God’s Call to Nigeria”, presented
by Sharon Flatten. Sharon was a BVSer during my time
when I first went to my project. She was the unit that followed mine. She discussed her life in Nigeria as a seminary student. What I learned from this group is there are
good people all over the world and will welcome others
into their world no matter what race, gender, etc. to fulfill
God’s calling in that person’s life.

Thursday’s afternoon business session starts off
with the electing of the new officers of the Annual
Conference and other agencies. The beginning of the
session the delegates casted their votes online. After
that was done, we heard reports from the Compelling Vision team, On Earth Peace, Bethany Seminary, and the office of Annual Conference. Once the
reports were done, the results of the election followed.
The next networking group I chose to participate
in was the BVS and FaithX (formally Workcamps
group). Since I am a former BVSer, I wanted to see
how things have been going in BVS these days and
how they handled everything through the pandemic
year. Emily Tyler, the director of BVS, lead the
group along with other BVS staff members. There
were 14 people participating in this group. Tyler
started off with a picture game for everyone to get
involved in. Then it was the question-and-answer
time. I was very impressed how Tyler transitioned

into the BVS director role after the last director retired a couple years ago. And she was able to guide
the program through a tough year, with assistance of
the BVS and FaithX staff.
Another evening worship service was a success.
This time the worship service was led by Pastor
Richard Zapata from the Principe de Paz COB. The
service lasted about an hour.
Last event for the evening was the Insight
(Equipping) Session. This is similar to the Networking Groups, and we used Zoom. I chose “Effectively
Board” led by Nevin Dulabaum, President of BBT.
The emphasize for this session is to go over how to
run a church board (or other types of boards) effectively. This session goes over some of the roles and
responsibilities of members of the board. I chose
this session because I believe in good leadership no
matter what board I am on. It’s always good to make
sure everyone is on the same page and going about
the business in the right way.

Day 3: July 2nd

The Friday evening Insight Session I chose was
“Write it Down! Panel on Theological Writing”, led by
Anita Hooley Yoder, Chibuzo Petty, Denise Kettering
Friday morning business session included another
bible study by Dr. Michael Gorman speaking on Revela- Lane. I chose this session because I am interested in
tion 3:14-22. After the bible study, Tod Bolsinger gave a writing at times. I wanted to get other writers thoughts
on how they go about creative writing. What I took from
plenary called “Doing Church In Uncharted Territory”.
this session is everyone has a story, and it deserves to be
Friday morning insight session I chose was “The
Pandemic Disruption Prompts Churches to Change” led told. Even if a person doesn’t think they have a life that
by Stan Dueck, who I have known back in my BVS New deserves a story, it couldn’t be any further from the truth.
Windsor days. The session included 39 participates. We Writing helps inspire people and I believe everyone can
take something in their own life and turn it into an inspidiscussed some of the challenges that we faced during
the pandemic. We also discussed what we learned from ration for others.
it. Then talked about what “we are paying attention” to.
During Friday afternoon business session, we got into
our table groups to discuss the Compelling Vision statement. There were certain questions that we as a table
group discussed thoroughly. Everyone came up with
some interesting thoughts regarding where we are going
with the compelling vision. At least in my table group we
agreed that the statement was indeed the right vision for
the church to move towards.
I did not attend an afternoon insight session, but I
attended the Worship Service led by Chelsea Goss and
Tyler Goss.
BVS & FaithX Networking Group Session

Day 4: July 3rd
Saturday morning session included another bible
study from Dr. Gorman. From there we got back into our
table group to have final discussions regarding the Compelling Vision. After final discussions have taken place,
the delegate body of the church took a vote to either
affirm or not to affirm the Compelling Vision. 519 registered delegated, only 450 participated in this discernment
process. Out of 450, 369 affirmed, while 81 who cannot
affirm the Compelling Vision statement. 82.0% was total
percentage of the delegates who affirmed the vision. The
Compelling Vision statement passes, and it states this:

“Together, as the Church of the Brethren,
we will passionately live and share the radical transformation and holistic peace of Jesus
Christ through relationship-based neighborhood engagement. To move us forward, we
will develop a culture of calling and equipping
disciples who are innovative, adaptable, and
fearless”.
Last item of the morning business session was the
memorial tribute for all those that were in ministry of
the church, pastors or even staff members of any of the
agencies of Annual Conference pass away last year and
this year. They presented a video tribute with the name
and photo for all those that were called home to be with
the Lord.
Saturday morning insight session I chose was “The
Church of the Brethren in Nigeria: 12 Years of Violence”
led by Roy Winter. I had known Roy back in New Windsor as well. This is my second session involving Nigeria.
I knew as a church denomination we do a lot of work
in Nigeria. I was curious how dangerous it is to be over
there, why there is so much violence, and how are the
citizens of the country able to survive with what has been
happening over there. Very eye-opening experience for
me.
To conclude business session for the conference, we
had to confirm the agency-elected directors and trustees. We also heard reports from Brethren Benefit Trust,
Church of the Brethren staff in Elgin, and the Pastoral
Compensation and Benefits Advisory Committee. Then
the Moderator, Paul Mundey passed the gavel to the new
Moderator David Sollenberger to conclude all business
for the 2021 Annual Conference.

The final networking group I chose to participate
in was the Q&A session with the Church of the Brethren, led by David Steele, General Secretary and Patrick
Starkey, chairman of the Mission and Ministry board.
We had 42-43 people in the group. I chose this group
because I was interested in what the Mission and Ministry board was up to. When I was in New Windsor on my
first BVS project, I served as IT support for the Church
of the Brethren Inc. I got a chance to get familiar with
the way they did things in Elgin and learn what the
General Offices was about. It was nice to listen to the top
leadership talk about what their future goals are. They
also discussed the future of the Brethren Press and made
sure we know it’s a still a priority in the denomination. I
was concerned about that. It wasn’t a whole lot of people
asking questions, but there were few questions being
asked and answered that took up the whole hour.
The final evening worship service was led by Beth
Sollenberger. I really got to give credit to everyone who
led all the worship services either through music, or
preaching, or just taking the general lead. Everyone did
a great job, even getting through this particular year with
everything being online.
The final evening insight session was the one I was
looking forward to most. I chose “Technology in the Life
of the Church”. As an IT guy and what I consider the
ministry God placed me in, I wanted to find out how others are coping with the way technology as affected the
way we live and operate, especially in a church setting.
We might not have Annual Conference again this year
if it wasn’t for technology. 27 people participated in it.
A guy by the name of Dan Poole led the session. What
I took from this is we need to be responsible how we
go about using technology in the church, always applying good ethics. Whether that would be streaming live
services or posting on social media or websites, it all
needs to come from a positive and safe place. We also
discussed how technology might work in a negative way
too. Such as it seems to be easier for folks to log on to
the livestream to catch a service on YouTube or whatever
platform instead of going to worship services in person.
Sometimes that’s a good thing when a person cannot
make it to church for whatever reason and they need to
get caught up for the day. Others might not want to get
out of bed. But at least the technology is there for folks
to take advantage of.

Day 5: July 4th
To conclude the 2021 Annual Conference, we had
morning Worship service led by Eric Bishop, with
the preaching done by Patrick Starkey. Followed by
the concentration of the new Moderator Dave Sollenberger and the Moderator-elect Tim McElwee.

Conclusion:
I want to thank the Empire Church of the Brethren for allowing me to serve as their delegate at
this year’s Annual Conference online. It was a little
tough to sit there for hours and hours during the
three full days of conference (not including Wednesday or Sunday) but I was able to get through it OK.
This was my first Annual Conference I got a to
participate in. Even though it was online and not in
person, I got to see what Annual Conference is and
how it operates. I seen a few people I haven’t seen
in a long time, although there wasn’t time to catch
up, even on Zoom. What I like about this conference was some of the insight and networking group
sessions I participated in. I learned a lot about the
current events going on in the denomination. I got
a chance to lend my voice in some of these groups.
I definitely enjoyed the table group sessions when
discussing the Compelling Vision. Some of the
members of the group said it was the best table discussion they had at Annual Conference since all the
years they have gone. I also enjoyed the fact that we
affirmed the Compelling Vision statement. Maybe
this might help us come together closer as a whole
denomination rather than a bunch of congregations
and districts just doing their own thing. I liked some
of the music they played. It’s nice to hear different
styles of music with real musicians every once in a
while. I also enjoyed being able to choose what networking groups or insight sessions I want to attend.
If I were randomly placed in groups where I had no
business participating in, I don’t think I would have
been happy about that.
Now I got to talk about what I liked least about
conference. I thought during the business sessions
there needed to be more input from the delegates,
especially during the voting process. There needed
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to be an area where people can voice their opinion
on why they voted the way they did. This might be
a technology issue for this year though. I didn’t like
not being able to catch up with folks. When we are
on Zoom, it’s seems like all business and nothing
else. When the conference is in person, its easier to
run into someone you haven’t seen in a while and
catch up for a few minutes. Other than that, there
wasn’t too much I didn’t like about conference.
Overall, I would gladly go back to Annual Conference again. I would expect things to be so much
better in person, but I enjoyed the fact we had conference this year even though everything was online.
I still love to get together with other COB members
and have real discussions on what’s going on in the
church or current world events. We definitely feel
God’s presence anytime we get together. And hopefully we can continue to live Simply, Peacefully, and
Together.
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